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and classifications of the various parts of the Vedic
literature. The Veda is generally spoken of as a vidya
and sastra. Vidya (from the root ' vid ' meaning to
know, reflect, possess, be) denotes wisdom that is gained
by intuition or instruction. "When taken as. a vidya, the
Veda has two phases, a higher one and a lower one, para-
and apara- vidya, the one connoting divine wisdom and
- the other knowledge of everything else that tend to it.
Sastra is from the root * Sas \ meaning to wish, command
or teach; and hence Veda as a sastrai is either ajnata-
jfiapaka or aprvrtta-pravartaka, that Is, revelational or
mandatory. The Vedasi are also known commonly as
nigama, Sruti and amnaya. Nigama implies a settled text
handed down from beginningless antiquity. Sruti denotes
a revealed text heard by the pupil from the teacher, and
amnaya is what is learned by repetition and reflection.
Almost synonymous with apara- and para- vidya is the divi-
sion into karma-kanda, and jiiana-kanda, work section
and knowledge section, the former dealing with religious
rites and duties and the latter with God, Soul and Nature.
It is generally held that this twofold division coincides with
the external division into non-Upanisadic and Upanisadic
Vedic literature. Such a view cannot be taken as well-
marked and precise, since there is ritualistic material
interspersed in certain portions of some of the Upanisads
and esoteric and philosophic ideas in the Samhitas. So
Muktikopanisad recognizes that * like oil in the sesamum
seed Vedanta is established essentially in every part of
the Veda.?1 We are therefore to take these names and
divisions more as dominated by the spirit and purpose
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